
YOUNG ANGUS 
BREEDER: 

From the time he could walk, Ty Dietrich had one clear 
ambition: to be a cattle breeder. Raised on his family’s 
Redrich Farms in Forestburg, Alberta, Ty was never 
just a bystander in the family seedstock operation. As a 
young boy, he eagerly took part in selecting the herd’s first 
purebred Red Angus females alongside his parents, Bill 
and Tracy. Though his eye for cattle was still developing, 
his passion was undeniable, and it’s only grown stronger 
with time.

Redrich Farms truly reflects the meaning of a family 
operation. Ty, alongside his siblings Katelyn, Bailey and 
Lexi, has been instrumental in shaping the herd’s genetics 
and brand. From 4-H to junior breed associations and 
national shows, the Dietrich kids became well-known for 
their contributions to the Angus breed. Ty, in particular, 
stood out as an “old soul” connecting easily with industry 
veterans and bringing maturity, work ethic, and vision far 
beyond his years.

Ty’s leadership and influence within the operation have 
helped Redrich Farms reach new heights. Since launching 
their own independent annual bull and female sales, the 
farm has seen consistent growth in volume, average, and 
gross each year - an achievement few can claim. Ty’s keen 
eye for cattle, tireless work ethic, and forward-thinking 
approach have been central to this success.

In 2015, Ty was recognized as the inaugural winner of the 
Canadian Angus Foundation’s Junior Angus Stockman of 
the Year Award. Even before that, he represented Canada 
at the 2013 World Angus Forum Youth Team Challenge 
in New Zealand, where his team earned Reserve Grand 
Champion. A former 4-H standout and Alberta Junior 
Angus Association board member, Ty’s commitment to 
youth involvement and community mentorship remains 
a hallmark of his leadership today.

Beyond the farm gate, Ty pursued training in marketing, 
graphic design, and photography immediately after 
high school. He worked under one of Canada’s leading 
livestock photographers before purchasing the business in 
his early 20s, now proudly operating as AgPlus Design & 
Photography. Through this venture, Ty supports livestock 
producers across the country, helping them elevate their 
marketing and connect with fellow breeders.

Despite his many accomplishments, Ty’s greatest pride is 
his family. He and his wife Shania married in 2018, and 
together they are raising three daughters, Rigley, Saylem, 
and Holland; instilling in them the same values of hard 
work, humility, and love for cattle that Ty himself grew 
up with.

Now 29, Ty Dietrich exemplifies what it means to be 
an Outstanding Young Angus Breeder. With a lifelong 
commitment to excellence in breeding, mentorship, and 
business innovation, Ty is not only shaping the future 
of Redrich Farms but also contributing meaningfully 
to the growth and sustainability of the Angus breed in 
Canada. His dedication to progress and his unwavering 
standards continue to set a benchmark for young breeders 
nationwide.
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WHY DID YOU JOIN THE 
CANADIAN JUNIOR ANGUS 
PROGRAM?
Ty’s roots in the Angus industry go way back. His 
family bought their first purebred Angus cows in 
1999, when he was just four years old, and from 
the start, he had a natural passion for Red Angus. 
While he’s also dabbled in the Simmental side of 
things, thanks in part to his wife’s background, 
Red Angus has always been where his heart lies. 
That early introduction set the foundation for 
what became a lifelong journey in the cattle 
world.

HOW WAS THE CANADIAN 
JUNIOR ANGUS BENEFICIAL TO 
YOU?
For Ty, the Canadian Junior Angus program was 
more than just a youth club; it shaped who he 
is today. Starting with the Alberta Junior Angus 
show and later moving on to the national level, 
the support from CJA was invaluable. From travel 
bursaries and scholarships to the connections he 
made across the country, it all played a huge part 
in his personal and professional growth. Many 
of those friendships have turned into lifelong 
relationships, and he credits the junior program 
for opening countless doors in the industry.

WHEN DID YOU FIRST 
KNOW YOU WANTED TO 
STAY INVOLVED IN CATTLE 
RANCHING?
It didn’t take long. By the time Ty was five or six 
years old, he already knew his heart belonged on 
the farm. When his mom asked if he wanted to 
play hockey, he confidently replied, “No, I want 
to stay home and farm.” And that was that. He 
chose chores over sports as a kid, though he 
eventually played football in high school and 
even competed in the Canadian Junior Football 
League. He had CFL offers on the table before a 
knee injury ended that path, bringing him back 
to where he truly belonged - the farm.

WHAT HAVE BEEN YOUR MOST 
MEMORABLE HIGHLIGHTS RAISING ANGUS 
CATTLE?
There have been a few standout moments for Ty, but one of the 
most memorable was the 2013 World Angus Forum trip to New 
Zealand. It was an incredible experience, with a great group of 
people and plenty of inspiration. That same year, back home, Ty’s 
operation had a major win with their bull “Longitude,” who was 
named Supreme Champion Bull at Agribition. He went on to win 
the Champion Angus Bull of the World title through the online 
Angus Breeder.net competition. Two years later, a son of Longitude; 
carrying Ty’s own prefix, followed in his sire’s footsteps, winning 
Supreme Champion Bull at Farmfair and also taking home the 
Champion Angus Bull of the World title. Those back-to-back wins 
are still some of Ty’s proudest achievements.

CAN YOU TELL US A LITTLE ABOUT 
REDRICH FARMS?
Redrich Farms got its official start in 1999, though Ty’s dad had 
been leaning toward Angus cows for some time. At first, they bought 
purebreds without papers to use in their commercial herd, but after 
encouragement from visiting breeders, they started registering 
calves. Today, the operation has gone full circle through the tattoo 
alphabet.

They’ve since added some Simmental genetics and still maintain 
a commercial herd when feed allows. Embryo transplants have 
become a bigger part of the operation, with commercial cows now 
playing a vital role in that process. They try to sell 10–15 F1 heifers 
each year in their annual bull sale, and Ty has a deep appreciation 
for the quality of those animals.

Redrich Farms runs on about 500 acres of farmland used mainly 
for cow feed, with additional pasture land nearby, some of which 
is in the Battle River Valley, providing a buffer from grain farming 
pressures. Ty is now the second generation in the purebred side of 
the business, and his daughters will be the third, making them fifth-
generation farmers on the home place.
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WHAT ARE YOUR SHORT-TERM GOALS?
In the near future, Ty’s focus is on continuing the family legacy. He 
hopes to take over the farm from his parents and keep it moving 
forward, eventually passing it on to his own kids. One personal goal is 
to get back in the show ring with his wife, something he hasn’t done 
since before they were together, and relive those big moments from 
2013 and 2015.

WHAT ABOUT LONG-TERM GOALS? 
Absolutely. Ty doesn’t look too far outside the world of cattle and 
farming, he knows it’s where he belongs. He’s grateful for the strong 
cattle market right now and is enjoying the moment, but he knows 
how quickly things can change.

His parents encouraged all the kids to get post-secondary education, so 
Ty took a graphic design course, which he still uses today for bull sale 
photos during the winter. But that’s starting to slow down as his focus 
shifts even more to the farm. His siblings have taken different paths, 
his brother’s a welder, one sister is a teacher, and his youngest sister 
recently graduated from Lakeland College with hopes of returning to 
help on the farm as well.

WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO YOUNG 
BREEDERS JUST GETTING STARTED?
“Stick it out.” That’s Ty’s advice in a nutshell. He acknowledges the 
road isn’t easy, expenses, land costs, and market fluctuations are real 
challenges - but he’s always found support in the Angus community. 
Other young breeders have been there to help, just as he hopes to do 
now. Tough times come and go, but if you can ride them out, there’s 
real reward waiting on the other side.

WHAT DOES WINNING THE OUTSTANDING 
YOUNG ANGUS BREEDER AWARD MEAN TO 
YOU?
For Ty, winning this award is incredibly humbling. After being a 
runner-up a few years ago, getting the call that he’d won this time 
around was a big deal. It means a lot - especially after being the first-
ever winner of the Canadian Junior Angus Stockman award. With 
this new recognition, he jokes he might be one of the most decorated 
graduates of the Junior Angus program, but at the core of it all, it’s just 
about passion. And Ty’s passion for Angus cattle has never wavered.

For Ty, the Canadian Junior Angus 
program was more than just a 

youth club; it shaped who he is 
today. Starting with the Alberta 

Junior Angus show and later 
moving on to the national level, the 

support from CJA was invaluable. 
From travel bursaries and 

scholarships to the connections 
he made across the country, it all 
played a huge part in his personal 

and professional growth.

The Outstanding Young Angus Breeder 
award was developed to recognize an 
Angus breeder between the ages of 22 
and 30 who has demonstrated a desire to 
stay involved in the Angus business for 
years to come based on their involvement 
within the breed up to this point in his or her career. The winner will 
receive promotion and publicity of their Angus cattle operation through the 
Canadian Angus Association, plus a financial reward. Nominations are due 
by April 15.

For more information, please visit the Canadian Angus Foundation website 
at: www.cdnangus.ca/foundation/scholarships-bursaries-and-awards 
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