
It is with great pleasure and privilege 
that I share with you the 2017 summary 
of the Canadian Angus Foundation. 
Our mission statement affirms that: The 
Canadian Angus Foundation functions 
to preserve and expand the Angus 
breed for future generations through 
education, youth development, 
scientific and market research and 
historical preservation and restoration. 

To achieve the objectives of our mission, the Canadian 
Angus Foundation is guided by a dedicated cross section 
of Angus enthusiasts who are committed to the moving our 
breed forward by fostering existing programs, exploring 
new ideas and fundraising to support our initiatives.

Chair: Cecilie Fleming
Past Chair: Sylvia Jackson
Treasurer: Rob Smith (CAA CEO)
Executive Director: Belinda Wagner
Directors: Noreen Blair, David Bolduc, Jim Colodey, Erika 
Easton, Jane Halford, Tammi Ribey, Kirk Wildman, CAA Rep 
Shawn Birmingham, CAA Rep Lorraine Sanford and CAA 
Past President & CAA Rep David Sibbald

As a Foundation we would like to congratulate the award 
recipients for 2017:

Robert C. McHaffie Junior Ambassador—Macy Liebreich, 
Radville, SK
Outstanding Young Angus Breeder—Austen Anderson, 
Swan River, MB
Junior Angus Stockman of the Year—Devon Donald, 
Rossendale, MB
Dick Turner Memorial Scholarship—Meghan McGillivray, 
Kamloops, BC
Legacy Scholarships—Macy Liebreich, Radville, SK, Robert 
McKinlay, Ravenna, ON, Cayley Peltzer, Rosemary, AB, Wade 
Olynyk, Goodeve, SK and Ella Wood, Clyde River, PE.

The Canadian Angus Foundation has other ongoing 
initiatives: GOAL Travel Bursaries, Showdown Travel 
Bursaries, and Self-Directed National or International 
Travel Bursaries. Juniors and young Angus breeders are 
urged to apply. Please go to the Foundation website (www.
canangusfoundation.ca) for details and application forms.

WAF 2017: We had the privilege to be able to send 12 
young Angus breeders to represent Canada in the Youth 
Forum Challenge at the 2017 World Angus Forum. Team 
Aspire, Team Believe and Team Courage represented 
Canada very well. From the teams the individuals did very 
well in judging, grooming and showmanship. In talking to 
the young breeders they said it was an opportunity of a 

lifetime and they have made lifelong friendships.

Building the Legacy fundraiser auction: The donors and 
purchasers in the 2017 Building the Legacy fundraiser 
auction knocked it out of the park. Through everyone’s 
benevolence in 2017 we were able to add more than 
$180,000 to the Canadian Angus Foundation’s coffers for 
program enhancement. We are truly grateful to all who 
support the Foundation. We look forward to the possibilities 
at Building the Legacy 7 in Comox, BC.

Summer Interns: We were very fortunate in 2017 to have two 
summer student interns who worked on cataloguing and 
organizing our Angus archives. We at the Foundation have 
a responsibility to accurately account for books, articles and 
items that have been entrusted to our care. To know where 
you are going in the future it is important to know where you 
have been. Respecting and capturing the work of our Angus 
pioneers is important.

Angus History Project: We want your Angus operation to be 
a part of the History Project; every operation has contributed 
to the success of Angus in Canada. Old or new, large or 
small we want you all included. The Angus History Project 
is a work in progress that is on a fixed timeline. The history 
book will be unveiled at Convention 2019. In the publishing 
world that is a very short timeline and we must stay focused. 
Get involved in this Angus snapshot in time.

New Initiatives:
Speaker Sponsorship: The Foundation is committed to 
member education and we are offering a speaker subsidy 
to approved regional Angus events. This sponsorship 
opportunity helps Angus promoters bring in speakers to 
expand the knowledge of our Angus breeders across the 
nation.

Mentorship Travel Bursaries: These bursaries will allow 
participants in the Canadian Angus Mentorship Program 
to apply for a travel bursary to meet with their mentor at 
conferences or events related to the beef industry. 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve with a tremendous 
Board of Directors and staff to further the opportunities for 
Juniors, young breeders and member education. 

Message from the Canadian Angus Foundation Chair
Cecilie Fleming

The past year was full of many 
opportunities and educational 
experiences for Canadian Junior 
Angus members. GOAL Conference 
was a remarkable success in 
Edmonton, Alberta. There were 
Juniors in attendance from across 
Canada and the United States. The 
group stayed at the Fantasyland Hotel 
in West Edmonton Mall and heard from 

numerous speakers from within the agricultural industry. 
Juniors also enjoyed free time for activities within the mall. 
The Foundation Legacy Scholarship panel and interviews 
took place at the event and recipients are as follows: Macy 
Liebreich $5,000; Robert McKinlay $3,000; Cayley Peltzer 
$2,000; Wade Olynyk & Ella Wood $500.

At National Convention in Brandon, Manitoba, the CAF 
Robert C. McHaffie Junior Ambassador Competition took 
place, and Macy Liebreich was selected as the Ambassador. 
Meghan McGillivray was the recipient of the 2017 Dick 
Turner Memorial Scholarship.

Next, CJA members headed to Lloydminster, SK for 
Showdown 2017, which was the largest Showdown to date. 
Attendees headed to Justamere’s for the cookoff where 
Juniors prepared meals for the judges, which was a great 
time. Canadian Junior Angus Scholarships were presented 
to Macy Liebreich ($2,000); Alexis DeCorby ($1,500); and 
Ella Wood ($1,000). Devon Donald was announced as the 
2017 Junior Stockman of the Year.

Brooke Bablitz was our only outgoing director for the 2017 
year. On behalf of the board of directors, I would like to 
thank Brooke for her time on the board and wish her the 
best in her future endeavours. We welcomed Robert Geis 
as our new Alberta director. The elected executive for the 

2017–2018 year consists of President—Raina Syrnyk, Vice 
President—Meghan McGillivray, Secretary—Tyra Fox and 
Treasurer—Ella Wood. In 2018, Showdown will be held in 
Barrie, Ontario.

Juniors had the opportunity to attend the National Junior 
Angus Association’s LEAD conference in Raleigh, North 
Carolina and the Junior Red Angus Association’s Red 
Round Up in South Dakota. There were also self-directed 
travel bursaries available for Juniors to utilize to attend 
additional educational events of their choice.

It was a very exciting summer for 12 young Canadian Angus 
producers who had the opportunity to travel to Scotland 
to compete in the World Angus Forum Youth Competition. 
The three teams named Aspire, Believe and Courage 
competed in various events including a skills competition, 
carcass grading, four classes of judging, showmanship 
and grooming. Travis Hunter was named the high point 
individual and team Believe tied for third place overall 
with Australia Red. Teams were as follows: Team Aspire—
Meghan McGillivray, Cole Dodgson, Macy Liebreich and 
Kelly Sommerville; Team Believe—Michaela Chalmers, 
Travis Hunter, Wade Olynyk and Kelsey Ribey; and Team 
Courage—Katie Wright, Maquire Blair, Bailey Dietrich and 
Raina Syrnyk.

The CJA would like to thank Nu-Horizon Angus, the 
Doetzel Family of Lipton, SK for their generous donation of 
a heifer for the CJA Scholarship Dutch Auction. We would 
also like to thank the Canadian Angus Foundation and all 
supporters of the Building the Legacy fundraiser auction. 
Many of our Junior opportunities would not be possible 
without the generous donations made to the Canadian 
Angus Foundation. In addition, we would also like to thank 
all of our event sponsors and volunteers. 

CJA President Message
Raina Syrnyk

Left to right: Mark Sample (QC), Heidi Tymko (AB), Ella Wood (Maritimes), 
Michaela Chalmers (ON), Tyra Fox (SK), Meghan McGillivray (BC), 
Wade Olynyk (SK), Raina Syrnyk (MB), Robert Geis (AB) 
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Canadian Angus Foundation Donor Recognition

Over $20,000
Canadian Angus Association
Poplar Meadows

$15,000 - $19,999
Merit Cattle Co.

$10,000 - $14,999
Towaw Cattle Co.
Camo Cattle Co
Triple S Cattle Co. Ltd
Hamco Cattle Co.
Nordal Angus

$5,000 - $9,999
Eastondale Angus
667240 MB Ltd.
Rainbow Trailers & HBH Farms
Bar-E-L Angus
Anderson Cattle Co.
WRAZ Red Angus
NYK Cattle Co. & NB Angus
Coul Angus
Nine Mile Ranch
TSN Livestock
CSI Angus
Arrowsmith Red Angus
Blairswest Land & Cattle
Marmac Farms
Donna Donaldson
Y Coulee Land & Cattle Co. Ltd.
Harvest Angus
Crescent Creek Angus
Cudlobe Angus
Belvin Angus

$1,000 - $4,999
Six Mile Ranch
Brooking Angus Ranch
Heart of the Valley Farms
Perrot Cattle Co.
PJ Budler
Diamond T Cattle Co.
Reid Angus
Richmond Ranch
HBH Farms
Blairs.Ag Cattle Co.
Tambri Farms

Tullamore Angus
Oak Lane Farms
McCullough Family
VanEsse Livestock
Enright Farms
Peter Estabrooks
T Bar C Cattle Co.
Wheeler’s Stock Farm
Young Dale Angus Inc.
Nu-Horizon Angus
Alta Genetics
Hextall Livestock
Henderson Cattle Co.
Optimal Bovines Inc.
RSL Red Angus
West Tex Livestock
Artisan Farms
BC Elite Female Sale
DLMS
Glacier Farm Media
Northline Angus
BC Angus Association
Botany Angus
Ferme Clevely
Gilchrist Farms
Belinda Wagner
Miller Wilson Angus
Tom Burke
Wilbar Cattle Co.
HR Hahn Cattle Co.
Bow Valley Genetics Ltd.
James Arnott
Norfolk Cattle
Premier Livestock
Stout Brothers Simmental
SW Cattle Co
Mark Stock

$500 - $999
Pugh Farms
Bouchard Livestock
Southern Alberta Angus Club
McLean Cattle Company
CMT Farms
Cadillac Stock Farms
Maple Ridge Acres
Melmac Angus Farms
Chris Stoneman

M & J Farms
Semex
Steve & Terri Dorran
Trevor Welch
CUP Lab
Blacklane Farm
Glen Gabel Angus
Grant Lodge Farm Ltd
Austen Anderson
DJ Cattle Co.
Painted Post Lowlines
Wood Coulee Cattle Co.
Alberta Angus Association

up to $499
Angus Valley Farm
CD Land and Cattle
Perlich Bros. Auction Market Ltd.
Ebon Hill Angus
Kelly Wilkinson
Rob Smith
Cathy Rodgers
Maritime Angus Association
Shirley Turner
Dennis & Shelly Ericson
Robert & Cheryl Beatty
Mike & Hazel Chase
Dwayne & Joanne Emery
Dale & Shelly Ann Dodgson
Rick & Sharon Gabert
Arch & Geretta Partington
Jim & Rita Round
Karen Kangas
S. Jade Mackenzie
Glen & Darlene Glessman
Ernie & Judy Gibson
Brian & Kim Geis
North Central Livestock Exchange Inc.
Rick & Marge Jones
Tammy Round
Chad & Stacey Meunier
Donald & Dawn Atkinson
Merle Thomason
Bev Ollinger
BC Angus Association
Donna Spiller
Harold & Faye Branden

Financial Statements of Canadian Angus Foundation 
Year Ended December 31, 2017
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Honourary Presidents

The BC Angus Association is pleased to nominate Lance 
and Jill Savage as honourary presidents this year. Lance 
grew up on his family farm in Delta, BC. The Savage 
family is well known in agricultural circles throughout BC. 
Fairlawn Farm, run by Lance’s father Reg, Lance and his 
siblings was a well-known and respected Jersey farm in 
Delta. The farm later became known as Regis Lawn Farm. 
Lance and Jill McInnes were married in 1976 and Jill who 
had been in banking soon embraced the agricultural life.

In 1993 Jill, Lance and their three children moved their 
operation to Armstrong, BC and developed their herd 
of Black Angus cattle. Their three children were involved 
in 4-H and Lance and Jill were great supporters. Brittany 
took a real interest and became the BC Junior Angus 
Association director for two terms. Alongside the cattle 
herd Jill developed a thriving greenhouse business and 
many a street in the interior of BC was decorated with her 
baskets.

As well as managing their busy farm life, Jill became 

secretary of the BC Angus Association for eight years and 
Lance served several terms as president. Jill still produces 
the BC Angus Newsletter and Lance is past president. 
Much of the groundwork for this year’s convention was laid 
down by Jill and Lorraine Sandford.

We of the BC Angus Association are pleased to recognize 
Lance and Jill and say thank you to them for all that they do.

As my old teammates from the 
Goldwings would say, I have been 
‘living the dream’ this past year. The 
ambassadorship has absolutely 
exceeded my expectations and I am so 
grateful that I have been able to take full 
advantage of so many opportunities in 
the industry that I wouldn’t have had 
otherwise.

My journey began in early June, competing for this position 
at National Convention held in Brandon, Manitoba. This was a 
great experience as it allowed me to meet and reconnect with 
leaders in the breed as well as truly appreciate the support 
and enthusiasm for the Canadian Angus Foundation through 
the record-breaking Building the Legacy fundraiser auction.

As one of the previously chosen team members for the 
World Angus Forum youth competition, my first unofficial 
ambassador trip was to Scotland with 11 of my peers. The 
World Angus Forum experience is difficult to convey in a way 
to do it justice so I will simply say it was undeniably the trip of a 
lifetime and I will cherish the memories for years to come. Not 
long after returning from Scotland I headed to Lloydminster, 
Saskatchewan for Showdown. This was the largest show in 
terms of both cattle and Junior members making it one for 
the record books.

Before my summer drew to an end I was able to jet off to 
Calgary for the Canadian Beef Industry Conference. This 
was a three-day event packed with speakers covering topics 
from international trade, farm management, advocacy 
and marketing. I would say one of the highlights from the 
conference was the live cattle handling demonstrations 
because the ‘Bud-Box’ method being used for the processing 
contrasted my previous knowledge based on Temple 
Grandin’s methods and it proved the efficiency of this new 
practice. Overall, I enjoyed the conference and believe I 
gained an immense amount of knowledge through the 
presentations and from the people in attendance.

In the fall I was fortunate enough to attend several shows 
including Expo Boeuf in Quebec, Farmfair in Alberta for 
the National Angus Show, and Agribition in Saskatchewan. 
Considering I had only attended Agribition in the past I was 
eager to travel to these shows. At Expo Boeuf and Farmfair I 
was able to hand out the ribbons and banners, a task I was 
happy to do as I was able to have the best view of the ring and 
appreciate the quality of the competition within the breed. I 
wasn’t able to attend the full week of Agribition; however, I 
did get my fair share of work in with my family’s string and 
like the other shows I met some incredible people as well as 
caught up with some international friends from the World 
Angus Forum.

With of the turn of the new year I travelled to the Certified 
Angus Beef headquarters in Wooster, Ohio for their youth 
conference. The conference was short, condensed and 
personal as there were 28 youth in attendance for the two-
day event. I assure you that although there was limited time, 
the staff covered everything surrounding the operation; 
from the history of the organization to customer relations to 
beef quality. It was vastly comprehensive and enlightening, 
especially from a business student perspective, because of the 
information presented about the entire producer-marketing-
consumer chain. It was also a wonderful opportunity to meet 
peers and the future industry leaders of the breed for the 
American Association who I hope to stay in touch with.

My most recent trip was to the Guiding Outstanding Angus 
Leaders (GOAL) conference. This year Juniors from across 
the country and several American members travelled to 
Winnipeg for the three-day event. As always it was filled with 
education, friendship and lots of laughs. Although all the 
speakers were well received, some highlights were former 
CJA board member Erika Easton’s presentation of farm 
finances as well as the presentation Meghan McGillivray and 
I delivered on the World Angus Forum youth experience. 
We also were fortunate enough to visit the Canadian Human 
Rights Museum Saturday afternoon which was a humbling 
experience.

I am looking forward to my next trip to the Advancing 
Women in Agriculture Conference at the end of March as well 
as the Maritime Angus Field Day just after Convention. This 
ambassador position has been a highlight of my year and I am 
incredibly grateful for all the opportunities and connections I 
have had as a result. I would like to thank everyone who has 
supported the Canadian Angus Foundation and other Junior 
initiatives because without your generosity this opportunity 
and many others wouldn’t exist. I can’t thank you enough and 
I truly hope to give back to the program in the future so more 
youth can grow, learn and create memories just as I have.

Robert C. McHaffie Junior Ambassador Report
Macy Liebreich
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British Columbia  Lance and Jill Savage

Linda 
Henderson, 
born 
December 
14th, 1946, 
to Louis and 
Jean Latimer of 
Remitall Farms 
at Olds has 
been a pillar in 
our fraternity 
and leader in 
our sector for 
most of her life. 
Accordingly, 
we are so 
pleased to 

honour her with this rare designation. Linda is the oldest 
of six Latimer children, and her siblings recognize her as 
an exceptionally maternal and caring elder sister.
 
Linda went to school in Didsbury and Olds, and then 
studied psychology at the University of Calgary. However, 
Linda’s passion was always for cattle; growing up she 
spent years as the Shorthorn Lassie, working at Remitall 

and showing cattle; it was clear she would return. While 
showing the 1969 Calgary Bull Sale Champion Bull, Linda 
met and started dating Doug Henderson who had the 
champion steer that year. Linda and Doug were married 
in May 1973 and had three children: Christa, Kyle and 
Byron. Linda and Doug have also been blessed with four 
grandchildren: Payton, Andrew, Veda and Elsa.
 
Both having an outstanding passion for cattle and people, 
Linda and Doug built an incredible life within our fraternity. 
From 1985 to 2017, Doug and Linda operated Douglas 
J Henderson and Associates Ltd., a sales management 
and marketing firm. Their primary focus was promoting 
purebred Black and Red Angus for breeders across 
Canada. Doug and Linda have also marketed semen from 
top bulls from North America for decades.
 
DJH managed purebred livestock sales for almost all 
breeds. Among their highlights were legendary Cross 
Country/Cross Canada Select Black Angus sales and many 
noted dispersal sales.
 
From Henderson Cattle Co.’s moderate herd of cattle, 
they have raised or owned the Supreme Champion Bull at 
Edmonton Farm Fair 2007 and over the years had the good 

Alberta  Linda Henderson



Thank you to The Ontario Angus Association for nominating 
me as Honourary President.

Our introduction to Angus cattle came in 1992 when our 
son Blair showed an interest in 4-H and “a beef calf”. This 
was music to my ears and we made contact with Peter 
Campbell and Bell Brooks Irene became our first Angus. 
Peter was a great Angus ambassador and supporter of all 
the people involved. We got involved with the Western 

Ont. Club; our family was hooked on Angus and Angus 
people.

Breeding and showing Angus has been a great satisfaction 
for our family. Blair, Paula, [our daughter-in-law], with her 
enthusiasm for 4-H and breeding, along with their children 
Kody, Riley and Reghan are keen about 4-H and Angus. 
Clear Brook Angus will continue.

I have had the privilege of being President of Western 
Ontario Angus Association Club and been a member of 
the Ontario Angus Association Board of Directors. From 
both organizations I have gained a lot and hope that I have 
contributed a little.

Blair had the opportunity to be a Canadian Junior Angus 
Director in 1999–2000 and be part of Showdown in Regina.

Mary and I attended several Canadian Angus Association 
AGMs from Grand Prairie, Alberta to Charlottetown, PEI 
and several in between. We met a lot of great Angus 
people and their fine cattle.

I am proud to be a part of such a fine breed association 
and to receive the Honourary President award.

I was raised on the family farm at Theodore, SK. I completed 
high school in Theodore in 1965 and then went on to the 
University of Saskatchewan graduating from the School of 
Agriculture in 1967. In 1969 I married Patricia, my wife of 
48 years and we had three sons: David, Robert and John 
Patrick (J.P.). Currently, I’m still involved in the family farm 
along with my son J.P. and grandchildren, Kiah and Cort.

We bought our first Angus bull in 1970 and have used 
Angus bulls ever since. We started in the purebred Angus 
business in 1987. I served on the Saskatchewan Angus 
Association board for a number of years and was President 
from 1994–1996. I was on the Agribition board for 19 years 
and have been involved with the Yorkton Exhibition for 40 
plus years, presently serving as Past President.

Arlene and Colin along with other family members began 
Kembar Angus with the purchase of 10 bred heifers from 
Rosebank Farms in 1987. Over the past 30 years in the 
business, the herd has grown as high as 150 cows. This 
year they are calving out 115 registered Black Angus 
cows, starting in March. During those years, they have sold 
females into many purebred herds in Manitoba as well as 
Saskatchewan, Alberta, Ontario and Quebec. They have 
also exported females to Russia and Kazakhstan. Kembar 
bulls have been sold through Douglas Bull Test Station 
and Southwest Bull Development Centre and many more 
by private treaty. They have enjoyed selling many of them 
to repeat customers.

During many of those years, both Colin and Arlene have 
been involved in the Manitoba Angus Association. Arlene 
became Secretary for the MAA in 1999, a position that she 
held for 18 1/2 years, most of those years while nursing part 
time and raising their two daughters. She also volunteered 
for many extra Angus events over this time. During Arlene’s 
time as secretary, she worked hard to promote Angus for 
everyone, often leaving promotion of their own herd at the 
bottom of the priority list.

Arlene and Colin participated in many Angus events in 
Manitoba including a group summer pasture tour in 2006 
with several other purebred operations and hosting the 
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Manitoba   Arlene Kirkpatrick

Saskatchewan  John Simpson

Ontario  Ray Chowen

fortune to show the Champion Angus Bull, Reserve Senior 
Champion Red Angus Bull, and champion Charolais, 
Gelbvieh, Horned Hereford and Chianina. They exported 
Angus embryos to the U.K., Japan, Argentina and Russia.
 
Both astute cattlefolk, Doug and Linda completed the 
American Angus judging evaluation. They were dedicated 
to the promotion of top quality, practical, economic cattle 
that work. DJH helped to market and promote operations 
across Canada to maximize return on each breeder’s 
investment. Their focus has not always been on the ‘highest 
price’, but more on the longevity of breeder’s operations 
and herds.
 
Additionally, Linda ran an insurance company and 
volunteered extensively with 4-H. Linda & Doug’s love of 

our history and culture led them to acquire an impressive 
collection of archival artifacts, collectables and stories. Linda 
is renowned in our industry for her absolute dedication to 
her family and Angus. She also enjoys travelling and has 
taken her passion for people and cattle around the world.
 
Everything Linda has done for Angus in Canada has always 
been accompanied by the support of family, friends and 
like-minded livestock breeders with integrity and a passion 
to do a good job. The best job.
 
The Canadian seedstock sector, our cattle and beef industry, 
and our Angus community have benefited incredibly from 
Linda’s dedication, hard work, and loving generosity. Alberta 
Angus is honoured today to recognize her.

barbecue supper. They also took part in volunteering at 
the Manitoba Angus display at the World Angus Forum in 
Calgary in 2009. A highlight was being on the committee 
for hosting the 100th anniversary of the Canadian Angus 
Association in Brandon. Arlene volunteered and supported 
the Manitoa Junior Angus Association for several years as 
well, encouraging and supporting their two daughters as 
they participated in several CJA Showdowns in Neepawa, 
Salmon Arm and Brandon, MJAA summer shows and they 
showed at the Royal Manitoba Winter Fair and Ag Ex in 
Brandon.

In 2006, due to unforeseen circumstances, Arlene and Lois 
McRae began to co-edit the Manitoba Angus newsletter, 
now known as the “Outlook”. This will be the twelfth year 
and she still enjoys doing it. This has grown into a popular 
promotion tool for the Manitoba Angus Association.

Arlene never missed a CAA AGM over her 18 years as 
secretary. Each year she represented the province at the 
Can/Prov meetings with the president at the time. She was 
in each province at least twice and met many wonderful 
Angus breeders from across the country. Their warmth, 
generosity, friendship and great hospitality will be forever 
cherished. She feels that it is the people in the Angus 
industry which make the Angus breed so great!

Although 
Arlene has 
retired from 
the job as 
secretary of 
the Manitoba 
Angus 
Association, 
she and 
Colin will still 
be taking an 
active part in 
many Angus 
activities in 
Manitoba, 
as well as 
continuing 
to improve 
and promote 
the genetics 
at Kembar 
Angus.

Arlene would like to thank the MAA for the Honourary 
President Award and says she will continue to promote the 
Angus breed every chance she gets.



The Maritime Angus Association is pleased to select Ernie 
Mutch as the Honourary President.

Ernie’s love of Angus began in 1968 when he was 11 years 
old. He bought his first Angus heifer from Dr. George’s 
dispersal sale in Antigonish, NS. He gave his father Frank 
money that he had saved up from helping his mother with 
the broccoli and cauliflower crops to go to the sale and 
buy a heifer. He would later take the steer calf from that 
heifer and win Champion Angus Steer at the PEI Easter 
Beef Show in 1970 at 13 years old.

From that time, Ernie has continued to own and register 
purebred Angus cattle. Presently, Ernie and his wife Joanne 
own and operate JEM Farms located in Earnscliffe, Prince 
Edward Island. Over the past 35 years JEM Farms has 
become known for producing quality purebred breeding 
stock, successfully exhibiting at purebred Angus shows 
and selling breeding stock across Eastern Canada. Ernie 
has also successfully showed steers at the Atlantic Winter 
Fair, Maritime Winter Fair and the PEI Easter Beef Show.

Over the past number of years, JEM Farms has used AI 
sires to continually improve their cow herd and maintain 
consistency in their heifers; focusing on maternal strengths 
of the Angus breed—mothering ability, udder structure and 
calving ease.

Ernie has been involved in numerous agriculture and 
community organizations throughout his career. He has 
served as a director with the PEI Angus Association, director 
and president of the PEI Cattlemen’s Association, director 
and president of the PEI Federation of Agriculture, director 
and president of PEI Easter Beef Show & Sale, Canadian 

Cattlemen’s Association director, host of Maritime Angus 
Field Days, and host of the Canadian Angus Annual 
General Meeting Field Day in 2002. Ernie has also lent his 
talents to judging 4-H, breeding stock and steer shows in 
the Maritimes.

Ernie also is a supporter of the local 4-H program, leading 
the beef club at the Cherrycliffe 4-H club for many years. 
JEM Farms enjoys welcoming beef groups from across 
the Maritimes on farm tours and many cattle visitors from 
across Canada and the USA on their travels to the East 
Coast.

Ernie has 
continued 
to promote 
Angus 
breeding 
stock in the 
Maritimes 
since he first 
became a 
member of 
the Canadian 
Angus 
Association 
47 years 
ago. He is a 
deserving 
recipient of 
Honourary 
President.

When Paige and I were asked to do a write up on Brett’s year as 
president, we really didn’t know where to start. So, let’s start at 
the beginning. The very beginning...

You could say Brett was born into this wonderful Angus breed. 
His mom and dad started registering cattle in the early ‘70s 
and Brett registered his first cattle in 1978. Some things have 
changed since then, but his love for these cattle is still the same. 
Commitment to the breed and Association runs in the family too. 
Brett is the third member of his family to be the President of the 
Canadian Angus Association. His dad, David was President back 
in 1990–1991 and his brother Kirk was President in 2010–2011.

Over the last year, Brett has had an opportunity to travel and visit 
with Angus enthusiasts from Canada, to Scotland, to the United 
States. One thing is for sure, it doesn’t matter what your address is, 
if you have Angus cattle it’s like we are ALL family.

I know Brett has really enjoyed working with the 11 members 
on the board of directors. All these volunteers have us, the 
members, in mind when they tackle the challenges of being a 
board member. It’s a hard job, but as Katharine Hepburn once 
said, “If you always do what interests you, at least one person 
is pleased.” Brett really wanted to use this year to engage the 
membership. Let’s just say there have been some very excited 
members call our house, but Brett was always happy to hear 
from you and try to work through your concerns.

So, as Brett’s year as president comes to a close with one more 
year on the executive, let’s enjoy beautiful Comox, British 
Columbia and have some great Angus fellowship! I would like 
to leave you with this to ponder as well: “Don’t let the fear of 
the time it will take to accomplish something stand in the way 
of your doing it. The time will pass anyway.” —Earl Nightingale

David Sample’s passion for Angus cattle started at a young age, working 
with his grandfather’s small Angus herd and eventually taking it over in 1985. 
David worked to improve the genetics of his bulls and replacement heifers 
to help the commercial cattle producers in the East to improve their herds. 
Presently David is working with the fourth generation of Samples on the 
diversified cattle and maple syrup operation. David’s youngest son is in his 
final year with Canadian Junior Angus and has joined his father in the day-to-
day activities on the farm.

Maritimes  Ernie Mutch

Quebec  Dave Sample
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Tribute to outgoing president 
Brett Wildman
written by Brett’s wife Tracey and daughter Paige




